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the instigators# It is understood that official 
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widespread boycott of‘Briti^ ;goods in the'U S A • and what’ ^ ^ 

ml lr»sr”‘ by oSnXf , 




C'li^ 


answered 2 8 JUN1948 

REPLY ATTACHED. 


Th© position is tliat an organisation 
of Zionist extremists whicb goes under the 
name of the *3ons of Liberty Boycott 


Committee (see attached leaflet) has been 
calling for a boycott of British goods as 
a reprisal against our policy with regard 
to Palestine, Advertisements to the same 
effect have been inserted in some New York 


newsperoers 


Post 


notably 


and I understand that 


and the New York 


some picketing of department store 



deal in British goods. 


known to 


also called 
broadcasts. 


Walter Winchell has 


ailed for a boycott in one of his 






The campaign does not appear, however 
to have met with the sort of success which 
its sponsors apparently expected, although 
I am not in a position to ;)udgo whether 


there has been any 


sales 


Some exporters in this 


al Slump in British 


appear to have be 


alarmed by it 


ountry 


6U3d have 


written to the Board of Trade asking what is 
to be done about it. The Board of* Trade. T 


understand 


danger of such a boycott 


bout it. The Board of Trade 
are merely replying that the 


ampaign is fully 


appreciated and that the Overseas Information 
Department and the B.I.S. are doing their 
beat to counteract it. 
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It seems to me that it is most important 


in replying to this p, Q 


impre s si 


to avoid giving the 


that we are in any way worried 


about the boycott campaign 


see it 


The latter 


is largely a war of nerves, and 


as I 


we 


do not want the organisers to think that they 


can frighte 


us with this 


At the same time 


of course 


ort of blackmail 
, we do not want 


to appear to belittle the concern that may be 
£^4. by the British firms affected. 
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#8 hare a telegram to Wa^tilngtoQ to 

aak them wh.etlier "they agree with t^^is ^*'^^* . * 

No reply has yet been received, but I am pretty 

oertaiu that tbey wtlldnot 

draft and am therefore submitting it immediately 
The telegram from Washington will be oonneoted 

with this paper when received. 
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U.S.A. (BRITISH GOODS) 

♦ 

17. Mr. Rankin asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs if he is aware 
of a widespread boycottt of British goods 
in the U.S.A.; and what steps he proposes! 
to take to prevent this through British 
Information Services and by other means. 

Mr. Mayfaew: I am aware that an 
appeal not to buy British goods has been 
made in certain quarters in the United 
States, but have no information to sug¬ 
gest that the " widespread boycott ” to 
which my hon. Friend refers has in fact 
I occurred. The British Information Ser- 
^ vices in this as in other matters are doing 
what they can to draw attention to, the 
true facts concerning His Majesty’s Gov- 
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ernment’s policy. 
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Draft Reply 


P.Q. No. 23 


llDjbday^ 28tli June 
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I am aware that an appeal not to buy 


A 


British goods has been made in certain 


quarters in the United States 



f « 





information to suggest that the ''widespread 


boycott' to which the hon. Member refers 


has in fact occurred. The British 


information Services in this as in o'^her 


mattery 




to bring the'^acts 


concerning His Majesty's Government's 


policy to the attention of the U.S. public. 
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Following parliamentary Question is down 
for^the 28th June. Begins 

To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 


Affair 


if he is aware of 


widespread boycott 


of British 


goods in the U.S.A.; and what eteps 

he proposes to take to prevent this through ' 

# 

British Information Services and by other means. 


Ends. 


2 . 


C<9 


» 



be 


4 • » 






Begins. I am aware that an appeal not to 
buy British goods has been made in certain 


quarters in the United State 


as a protest 


against the policy which H 


are alleged to 


have pursued with regard to Palestine, but I have 

no information to suggest that the ’widespread 


boycott* to which the hon 


refers has in 


fact 


urred 


The British Information Service 

{ 

4 

in this as in other matters do what they can to 


1 


bring the facts 


rning h;m 


policy to 


the attenti 


of the U 


public and I do not 


consider that any special steps are required in 
this particular case. Ends. 
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Confidential 



No* 6860 



D* 2*05 p*ffl* 25th June, 1948« 


25th June, 1948* 



Following P^liementtry Question is down for Monday 


the 26th Jhne 



[Begins] 


To ask the Secretary of State for Fbreign Affairs, 
if he is aware of a widespread boycott of British goods 
in the United States; and what steps he proposes to 
take to prevent this through British Information Services 
and by other means* [JSndsJ 


2« Draft reply is as follows:** 

[Begins] I am aware that an appeal not to buy 
British goods has been made in certain Quarters in the 
United States as a protest against the policy which 
His Ifajesty's Government are alleged to have pursued 
with regara to Palestine, but I have no information to 
suggest that the ”widespread boycott'* to which the hon. 
Member refers has in fact occurred* fhn British 
Information Services in this as in other matters do what 
they can to bring the facts oonceming His MaJesty^s 
Government’s policy to the attention of the United States 
public and I do not consider that any special steps 
are required in this particular case* [Sndsj 

5* Do you wish to comment on above? 
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SHIP CANAL HOUSE 


EH. 4668-2581. 


x N.P- 




KING STREET 


MANCHESTER 2 


Dear Mr. Bevln, 


25th June, 1948- 


I feel it my duty to 
is causing me considerable concern. 


to write you on k'^natter which ^ M 


Your attention has no doubt be 


called to 


propaganda which is being widely circulated in parts 


of the United State 
and British services 


urging a boycott of British goods 
because of our a^-leged 



Ismanagement of Palestinian affairs and 


Istance 


afforded to the opponents of the claims of the Israelite 


people 
into 


A typical example is a leaflet which has come 


my possession 


headed 


BOYCOTT BRITAIN 


and appealing 


to Americans to refrain from contributing dollars to 

Great Britain which they claim would help to spill Jewish 
blood. 


A report from one of our members - a leading export 
firm in the textile trade - cleairly indicates that this 
vile propaganda is bearing a certain amount of fruit. 

The f1pm in question has produced, for my information, a 

'from an old client in New York which, after 




cahcRj^^ng an order for cotton textiles, continues: 


Hi ' 

.t 

\. 


II 


In the past it has always been a pleasure to 
do business with English firms and their representa¬ 
tives. Up to the present writing, our relationship 
has been a most agreeable one and we hope that things 
in Palestine will soon become amicably settled so 
that we may once again resume our relationship. 


II 


We are Indeed sorry that for the moment we 



t 


top buying British goods, and I might point out for 


two reasons 


British Gk>vernment is 


one is our own conviction that the 


t acting with integrity 


regarding the situation in Palestine, and the second 

reason is that many of our customers feel the same 

way and have instituted a strong boycott of anything 
British. 



Ernest Bevin 


M.P 


State for Foreign Affaire, 


Downing Street 
LONDON. S.W.l. 


"It Is with deep regret that we write this 
letter, but we do it with the hope that the 
situation will very shortly change for the better." 

The member' readily appreciates that everything 
possible has been done by yourself and other Ministers 
to present. In true perspective, the British position 
so far as Palestine Is concerned. But the writer of 
the letter, who was recently visited by a representative 
of our member, had assured him personally that the feeling 
against Britain was growing outside the Jewish community 
Itself. 

I feel confident that those who represent our Interests 
In America are seeing to It that the truth Is proclaimed on 
every occasion. It Is clear, however, that those who seek 
to profit by the trend of events are using every means In 
their power to paint the blackest picture of British activity. 
It occurs to me that an Intensification of broadcast news 
and releases through other diplomatic sources of Information 
would do something more to stem this tide. Our member Is 
very emphatic that we shall have to exert greater efforts 
to overcome this phase of antl-Brltlsh feeling If we are 
not to suffer serious economic setbacks, of which I have 
given you but a small exan5)le. 

Yours sincerely, 



The Rt^Hon. Ernest Bevln, M.P, 
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oopool to boycott British goods 
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United Stoteo*! should like to sssore you that 


British Information Serriees are alroady doing what 


thoy om to mako tho trua foots ooneoming British 
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knom to the Anerican people 
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The information shioh «e hsTO at present suggooto/ 


that tho boyoott aoveaent has in aziy STont failed to 


roach anything like tho proportions shioh its sponsors 


a rolatisely small group of extrsmists 


oxpsotod 


of it. 


partly as tho result of a conflict 


risal 


Zionist factions» |md partly 


causa more and more 


Americans are coming 


realise that tho policy 


of His Uajssty* 


Ooseraasnt is aotuat^4^r solely by a 


desire toxbnng about a settlement in P^altstino that 
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You rrato to cao on the a^tH Jy«o about ttio a:>i>eal 

^ m oertala 


quartei^ in tbo imited 


^tatae 


I obould nice to aseore 
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^ineti yoli^ kocon to ttia Asieriono paoaXe 


tbot tile Board of Trade 
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Orereoaa infortoatluo Dupartneot 
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toat reporta or 
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nare of aou^-BrlUaii faaXl 


been been exag^^erated and that the 
haa in any event failed to reaeh anythi 
proportiona vnioh ita apooaora ^ 


groap of extremlata 
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a mlativelr email 
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t moveiaent 





bdlieve 


f|Mt|» k^t offiolal ropreeent&tivea of Zaras 1 in 

the united ‘itatea deplore the hcroott* 


in 


I oan hoeaviir aaonr 


you that there will be no 


relaxation of the eftorte mode by British ZnforrieUoo 


aer^oos* 


Yours ainoerelyf 


(Sd.) ERNEST 
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A, Oarpenter, '^aq». 
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llaooheetor Ohariibor of Oota.mros* 
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AMBER 


OF 
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‘TEUBPHOVrB 

DE^SOATB 5 674 

COMMERCE MANCHESTER 
P.O BOX 559 


EH. 4786-2770 



SHIP CANAL HOUSE 


KING STREET 


MANCHESTER 2 


July, 1948 



Dear Mr. Minister, 

I am obliged to you for your confidential letter 
of 8 th July In reply to my' communication concerning 
the steps taken by certain Interests In the United 
States to boycott British goods and the use of British 


service 


etc 


I a 



very glad Indeed to have your 


assurances of the action taken to counteract this 
casual gn. 

I 

Since my letter of 25th June I have had brought 
to my notice details of slmllso? activity In 
I have no doubt that In this respect also 


the Brltl 


tlsh 

Information Services and the Board of Trade's Overseas 
Information Depcu*tment are pursuing the matter 
effectively In order that the true facts may be 
understood on the other side of the Atlantic. 


Should I receive any more Information of positive 


effect of the boycott on British trade In the States 
or In Oanada, I Kill keep you Informed. 


Tours sincerely. 





The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevln, M.P., 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 

LONDON, S.W.l. 
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Dear Stevsns, 




■% 


You Tdll remember my telling you that I had uritten to 
our Consul in New York for the latest information about the 
attempted boycott of British goods by certain interests in the 






United 


I 


his reply 


me that this subject has been transferred 


Eastern Department, but I would suggest that 


would 


if I continued 


far 


deal with you beoause'the prpblem, as 




e^^orts are oonoerxied, affects only the United 




P«L. Stevens, Esq 
Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1. 
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I feel.thatv oouQtsr propaganda, 
in the form of advertising, even if carried 
U.S. Organisations^ as opposed "to B* 1.3, or-^itish 
firms in the U.S^ should be only the last rSsort. 
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seriouenefl|8| |and it would certainly involve us, in gre 


work attd' dxpen 


to keep up with their unlimited 


resources, once we .haw^^ entered the ring* 
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I Would suggest that our present policy should be 


one of patience 


policy may soon appear 


in the hope that a joint U.S./U.K 


mentioned in Mr. Allen 


lettdr to Sir Francis Evans) as it should effectively 


kill the boycott 
of this* 


Eastern Department will know more 
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the meanwhile 


perhaps the British Informati 


Servicei should think seriously of the possibilities 
of discreet and restrained counter-measures such as 


such as 


the suggested publication, presenting the British 
point of view, ^and such things as some facts about 

the past relationships between the Jewish and British 
races* 


9 

The important iramedi 


task is 
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that Mr 


ould suggest 


Edwards in Wasfcflhgton should produce one of 


his most excellent confidential 


Guidances 


for 


British Consuls in the U. 3. presenting them with a 


full picture of the boycott and Its methods 


giving / 

them advice as to how to deed with harassed inqpfikrterfs 
or retailers, telling them what attitude to take in 


conversati 


and arming them with a fund of facts 


about the other side of the picture**^ 
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Points Such as the effect of this Zionist 
propaganda on the present policy of the U.S. Q 
vis-h-vis’the U*K». and those brought out in the 


Qovernmen 
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News Bulletin 


of which both the B.I.S 
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material 


Embassy ''Guidance 


publication and the Washingto 


could be comprised 
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I submit a draft reply to Washington. 
While Eastern Department are always willing to 
supply background material about the Palestine 
situation, I feel, that as this question of the 
boycott is one which primarily affects North 
American and American Information Departments, 
and demands a certain knowledge of local 
conditions, it might in future be more advanta¬ 
geously handled by one or other of them. 



should handle all questions arising out of the 
Palestine ‘•boycott*’, so that the answers given 
would be consistent in their emphasis. (l put 
up a minute on the subject some weeks ago, but 
am unable to trace it at the moment). 

As regards the present draft, I think this 
mig^t be revised to take into account: 


(l) The fact that B.I.S. has already 

prepared a pamphlet ( Piftv Pacta . I 

think it is calledW to counter uninformed 
criticism of H.M.G.^s Palestine policy in 
the United States; and 
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I have amended nor draft In the light of 
the above minutes* 


I am not sore that recent ev 
the boycott altogethar^ Hilthough 
has supported the late Mediator's 


ecent events will kil l 




Marshall 




nas Bupportea the late Mediator s proposal^ 
told the Secretary of State recently. that 
a brief setback over the Mediator's murder• the 
Jews in America are now rallying against hin^ and 
his action in supporting the Mediator's proposals* 
At the same time full p 


Jews in America 
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advertisements by Mr* 


Ben Hecht in the New York Press saying that 
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cannot but have 
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way, cannot but h 
informed American 
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should in no way be relaxed* 


One additional point occurs to me which may 




may not be of use to N»A« and A»I. llopts 


Lewis Jones said in the co 
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visit that it 


generally considered that if 



Minutes. 


t 


the PflclestiiM Jefws OPOld be shown to be mixed 
op Vlth' thl^ VonDsoAists. {the'sappl 
then from Jhndriea would ceai^e fo 




of mo 


to 


It 


mtight be' possible > to, point oat discrcMtly such 

connection as exists between' the boycotters^ an^ 
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With reference to my despatch No. 96I of 
the 30th June, I have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith a copy of a further despatch and letter 
from His Majesty's Consul Generca in New York, together 
with this Embassy's letter in reply, concerning the 
Jewish boycott of British goods. 




2 . 


I should be grateful to learn whether you 


approve of the advice which I have caused to be given 
to Sir Frcmcis Evans and also to receive cmy suggestions 
which your Department may have regarding further counter 
leasures which might be tdken. 
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I have received recent reports fro 
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His Majesty's 


Consular Officers at Denver, St. Loxd.s. Boston and 
Chicago of the distribution in those cities of the 


literature of the 
evidence that the 


"Sons of Liberty", 
campaign is having 


but there is little 
nich effect outside 



New York, except to some degree in Los Angeles 


4 . 


I a: 



sending copies of this despatch and its 


enclosures to Sir Francis Evans, Sir Alexander Cadogan 
and the Director of the British Information Services, 
New York. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect 





Your most obedient. 


humble servetnt 



(For His Majesty's Ambassador) 


The Right Honotirable 

Ernest Bevin, M.P., 

etc., etc., etc., 

Foreign Office, 

London, S. W. 1 . 
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2 m ' <Wltli the seocsnh of my 
under reference*I enclbsed a oh 
dressed, by the- ’“Sons"of^’llbei^ty 

agent of >a firm of'British chfiairare lmpdh'tepi 
It' soon .becarae ^-evident th'st a^fsimilar, letter^ 
intimidatipn had been sent to’* many,' and possih 
all'i iraporte'rs and dgents’ handling ,Brlti8h, pZfO 
in this/area, as well as to. many'" ret 8 liens, ah 
is understood . to have been aent e.yen; tp *f irma ■ 
Canada, At' the same time' the^%ir^^atipn of 1 
ture exhorting manufacturers‘ and f 

froth utjjlzirig and/selling, Briti 

continued'ori a very considerable 
originating with the*”^on 
Bpeciman.of this material 


most 


Enclosed 


Connolly, 

Continued 


3* .' * City Councilman Buge 

mentioned in my despatch No. 8 

efforts to promote the boycott 
held under the auspioes of his 
A.X.P, at which minor jeft-win 

arouse interest in'* t 
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local t 
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sought 


development of auph/a campaign as this; 
t is still tod early^to?iudga how " 

Bf let alone how .succesarui-it may / 
eventually be. There is blear evidence, however, 

that it is enjoying, 0 sufficient, measure'of; success ' 
to cause anxiety, if not alarm, to, .l^itish'importei*^. 

There/ is np^, doubt'that: many whoieBalers /and; ret ail epa 
of, British products have yielded to'^intimidationj\;/1iv 
or to tlmldi-ty; ,.^ to instances /thefe hayp been 
actually threats'of violence. While In pthei^ sucJi^// 
devices are adopted as loud^ denunciatibn by^abusiwe - 
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Excellency 
ir Oliver Franks, 

British Bmbase 
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Washington, 
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this Consulate 


British goode have 


importers ^of ,British products as to; .t 

which, they* should adopt In-'t^ 6 

Heretdfore I>have cpunselled^them to 
threats of the ”8ons' pf ,Liherty?V> l^Vit 

'beginning tq'^'feel strongly that, pdeit 

some kind should he taken t6^;^otlnter 
jiinprotested’hoyoott' campai^ • ' Th^'ir' 
however, -run little heyond -the, ‘dlssew 

I counter-puhlicityalthdughrcoitplalnt 

author Ity a gainst the or igihat or g of, 

for misuse of the mails,^ discrlm^ination 
and int imidat ion is contea^iated" as ' a p< 
of action* ^ ;I r etna in duhiOde,, howe ver f i 
success of complaint to the Federal. autJ 
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group. The risk- of violehca Is a strong deterreh^fe'to/' 

; the individual complainant,, while the,vpQlitical' 

%t'^the present time is more ^likl?ly to' favour. thO' hoycftt 
promoters 0 than the eomplairiaats,, •-The- failiiu'e ^of:'tW 
. State or Federal authorities tp •punish' the.^^'eVlsh' youths 

taken recently »in^connexion wi'th;,i, the eland 

dangerous attempt' tp export ^hi^' SXplosHf'S 
■ phited Btateh is indication .nf the', virtual 
which sUrrhunds, the Zioniete ahd their sup 
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Burbpeah Recovery; Program^,' the influence 
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My despatch 
Jewish boycott. 


today *s 


ab out 


Among those who approve 
Sir Robert Appleby, who has‘ 
swords with the "Sons-of iLib 
avail* 


;of the useAOf publicity i 

already crossed epistolary 
erty*?, haturally to no gre 


" ‘ He tells me that "Time" are willing 
question dp, and would utilize hisVexcha 
with\ the "Sons"> I "am rather s hesitant 
as ‘"Time" are pretty certain to want an 
or us/ah out' the boycott, and ‘1 nm reldct 
c our age t he' pr omo t er s ’ of t he' b oyc dt i bi^ 

indicatioh that their campaign ie^ worryi 
us^ or* to discourage importers pf Bri^^^ 
comment or going on record as minimizing 
boycott when they know that 

Some effect. Further,.th© 

usually treats 

any very help 
case. 


taking 


cynical 


indeed 


one z 

4 

might 


May we have your'early guidance as to w 

should take with ippleby and .other importers 
goods, whose growing impatience may lead'^the 
unhelpful action. Should we encourage then 
publicity? 


British 


undertake 


a copy of my reply to Hado 
which he sent yoU a copy, a 
letter to Edmondson at B*! 
the "Time" proposal*' 


•s letter 


12th 


Interested 


Yours ever 


w. Denis Allenv.Bsq.,, 
British'Embasay, Washington 
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nauseating as it widens its circulation 
to which you refer in the,circular ^of the «Sons*of., 
Liberty" assuredly could not'stand up in a .court of 
law, but always the risk of investing such vermin as 
the "Sons of Liberty” with the halo of martyrdom as 
a result of successful action recommends ignoring as 
the appropriate course to follow 
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more serious, the latter's boycott of British 

It is enjoying enough success to worry not 


Frankly I don*t know how we can meet the "New 

York Post's” and the "Sons” campaign of vilification 
and, 

trade _ „ ___.. 

a few of our importers; among those who as retailers 
handle British goods in this country^ thereWre many 
who for racial or emotional reasons swallow the ”Sons” 
misrepresentations, and ,even the ,iiiany more who are not 
impressed by these lies are influenced by feaf of loss 
of customers. ; , ,. 
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ay 


advertise in trade journals, presenting arguments >" 
favourable to the British*case, and that B.I.S. may be 
able to help traders, in British goods with a booklet 
in the Fifty Facts series, such as could be.handed 


by travellers and salesmen to recalcitrant buyers 
If this comes off, it may help; in the meantime 
can only emulate 
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aaa 




in this undortakii 


no doubt not bo offieially aaaooiatod 


s 

with it* It will hayo to bo uaod oar 
inoidontally not partioularly taken with 



t 


ofttllyt 

ith thi 


wo aro 

a idoa of using 


this adrortiaittg millou ( trado Journals) | whoro a jctta w aig 
oountor«aotion night woll bo aot up* 


4* On another taok| you and thoao oonoornod hayo 

probably alroa^ giyon oonaidoration to tho aboyo possibility 

of porauading ^oao Jews and /owigh organisations that may 

bo opposod to tho boycott to take aomo aotion thomaolyoa* 

Tho Comnoroial Oounsollor tolls ua that tho Bational 

Aaaooiation of Alohholio Boy^ago Importorsj whilo ayoiding 

giying publioity to tho boycott by officially attacking it| 

oauaod soBo of thoir BOBbora to write to the i^Bhitod Jowigh 

Appeal Organisation* to tho effect that tho latter could not 

expect donations from tho whiskey iaq^ortora if Jews contin* 

uod to attoiq»t to danago thoir trade* Tho result apparently 

vaa that the "Bhitod Jowi^ Appeal Organisation* repudiated 
tho boycott* 


I onoloso a copy of a despatch which wo hayo sent 
to tho Foreign Offioa ooyoring this oorreapondenoo and 
asking for their approyal of the lino wo auggoat and for 
any further ideas they nay hare* 


4 
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j-jAosr W-'i 


BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON 


U' . 



i 


17th September, 194d 


Deer ItoUy, 


I got back firom leave yesterdggr to find your letter 
of 3rd Septeid>er about Veatem Union and the suggestion 
that a Confidential Guidance might be sent out 


present position regarding the Jewish boycott caaroaign 


on Western Union 


articles, and I gather they have 


have now received the promised 


cessfuliy "placed" by B.I 
extremely useful, I am s 


New York 


and are being, sue 
They will be 


have also received Bevin*s 


European cooperation and 


distribution 


giving it a wide 


This 


able to produce now 


$0 

all pretty satisfactory, since what we are 


abdut ten times what we have been 


able to pass on to the great American public about Western 


Union since 


started 


To make 


picture coomlete 


AlMbe niee^^t^ have material for a Confidential Guidance 


show 


in this project 


own officials what we really think 




getting 


Stuff for more general consumption must 


necessarily consist mainly of fine*sounding generalisations 
which look nice on paper but do not cut very much ice in 
profound discussion with intelligent editors and others* B 


profound discussion with intelligent editors and others* But 

1 realise that this is the most difficult thing of all to be 
specific about* 


I Now, on the Jewish boycott - 1 think it would be rather 
dlfflctat for the fiflbassy to tell British officials that the 
boycott campaign is or is not being successful, partly 
because they are in many oases better able to assess its 
progress tr<M their local knowledge* In any ease, 1 per¬ 
sonally have seen no substantiation of Evelyn Webber's story 
of the Sons of Liberty's financial flop. I only hope it is 
true* What I will do is to send your letter to New York, 

Nbrs* 1I*A. Hamilton, the / 

American Information Department, 

Foreign Office, 

15, Carlton House Terrace, 

London, S.W.l* 


the hone of the said fjreedom-lofrlng Soiui, they migr ha^ 
enou^ knowledge of how things are going there for us to do 
a piece on the lines which you suggest* 

}ty own inpression is that entbusiasn for boycotting 
Britain is definitely on the wane. lou mij^t be amised nd/ar 
interested in two iteins which have soaie bearing on this. 


Firsts 1 ran into San (idiom^ 1 an sure^ you knew) 
about three weeks ago^ and he told me that he was now out of 

a Job and free-lancing because the "New York Post* had closed 
down their London affiee and fired hin as part of the "boy¬ 
cott Britain* caoipalgn*. You nay^ of course ^ know of this 
already* 


Secondly 


the height of the can^ign practically 


everybody in the Embassy received a printed postcard from. 


gentlenan called 


to 


11* Stein, telling then that he was able 


high-class man*s footwear Imported from Britain 


the reasonable price of $16*95 


His postcard mentioned 


among other things, that Britain delivered the goods that 
British shoes were the finest you could get* I mentioned 
this one day to Bene liacCoU of the "London Dally Szpress", 
who decided that he had nothing to lose by paying a on 
Vr* Stein* Ifr* Stein was extremely affable but protested 
vehemently that he was as good a Zionist as the next man 


equally anti-British but, after all, there was such a ■ ^.h^wg 
as business 1 


I 


Bene tells me that he wrote the story at the 
t know if it ever got printed* 


Finally, since 1 think this letter will 


you almost 


as quickly as an ordinary' te legram, 1 will try to answer your 

No* 10393 of September 16th about Don Iddon and the 


Mandate 

airlift 


Of course, this is 


nonsense 


It may 


been true up to a point until the time when Bill got back 


from London 


immediately on hi^ return 


York an i]iq>ressive general release based on Bill 


issued through 


own 


eaqperlences in Germany and specifically mentioning the British 


tonnage figure 




13th 


Since than we have, of course 


This was Issued as B*5296 on August 



full use of the 


weekly airlift totals, which are now being issued from Berlin 


Ivan / 



£7wi before that tlae the J&abaaay oertaln^ had been 
pretty assiduous in emphasising the Important oontributlon we 
are ma kin g to the airlift ^ but then it was i]^)0S8ible to produoe 
figures slaqply beoause we did not hawe them. 


1 notice that B.I.S *, New York^ hawe a copy of your 

telegram, and I will suggest to them that they mi^t brandish a 

copy of our press release in Don Iddon's smug face the next time 
they see it* 




Thank yoa for yuur aost «n lertalnlng as iHAl as useful 
letter of Scptsmiber 17th. On 9?S8teni Unions Bavs you seen 

Kirkpatrick * 8 letter til the Antbassador ? If not , .you.shoold* 

' ** . • «... 

*• * • * » >• 

On Palestine gu.idance I quite your ^Intt apyhoe 
it looks as though it vfsre noe less neoessaxy* l^ith regard to 
Sam Bohl 1 must say it always seetoed to mo a mirage that he 
)«ld any post that deroanded evening > sorl:. The Stein stozy is 
eondezful. 

I • • # 

Don Xvdoa • the point of the oablc was to suggest that 
you, as you suggest, ooiifront him. Z ki>s« you had put 

sverthing on the matter and that hs got his 45 per sent trm Bill . 

Kdwards# 

< * 

t . . , . ^ ‘ ' 

I hope that I have satisfied theBBruoe Goulds about 
D, Morraht I shall be surprised however if. they do not’ deaoer^d 

upcsin the scene to continue a battle they, will lose* 

’* *• 

» 

Tours evsr* 



Gaydon Ssq«, 
British Kuibasay, 
Washington, D.C. 
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Draft, 


DESPATCH 
No: 


O 


WASHINGTQ 


No. 109? 


the 17th August 


« I 


Jewish propaganda for the hoycot 


•n 


ritish 


r« 


goods 


America, 


ich you enclosed cc^ies 




and letter from Sir Francis Evans 


4 9 


entirely approve 


the advice given 





Copy to: 


Mr. Ingleson 


Export 
Departree 

Board 


tion 


rade. 


Sir..Franc is Eva 


r. Allen* s .letter 


l?th 


ugus 


that, al 


ough 


very 


scintillating one, our hest weapon 


probably 


patience. The campaign, from the reports which 

have seen, does not seem to be growing* in seep 


or 


have 




much increased effect 


and 


that 


A 


joint Anglo-United States attitude towarda 


>* r 


« % 


■i... 


1 


Palestine has been worked out 


may die down 


f'• 


V4.r 


altogether owing 


the 


oval 


its chief 


4* 4 


i 






« i 


. ^ 




• • 


cause 






4 $ 


-■ -i i;r„,. -7^ 


% ^ 


^4 


« . 


also agree with the view expressed in 


• s . 4 


*4 


paragraph 


A V, . • 




Mr. Allen 


letter, in which 


I . 


aM< 


« 

fiLibU. ^ 


4 •• % 


questioned the value 


action such 


resort 


certain.retaliatory 






the protection of 


»f 




Federal Law and the taking up of an offer .by 


4^. 


’*Time’» 


make 


story out of the boycott 


« 40 


I 


• I 


•VU-'V- 


feel that counter-propaganda should be. regarded 




■ 




rather 


• S' 

last resort, for ill-advised put)licit 


tU'- 


will not only encourage Zionists to think their 




•f. 


campaign 


success 


f 


but will also involve us in 


competition for which our resources are too 


limited 



with any credit 


I however 


that a certain amount 


' J 


discreet propaganda should be put out through 




the channels suggested in paragraph 7 of ' 




Francis Evans' despatch No. 103 to you 

B. 1.3. / 



w V ♦Vie 

' t*v' , ..y. .t-r-rf 

Th0f^%- f 

m. A T 
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^4 9 

4 4% 


f ^ • 

W > s 
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.. i* . 

i 












4 





to provide 


ahotild be 


view and about 


material about o\ir own point 


the Jewish 


contributions 


our 


have been cover 


Much of the ground will 


"Fifty Facts" 


their pamphlet 


counter xaninformed criticism 


gather that 


policy 


Consulate 


consultation with 


York'on this aubject 


en cl osei numb er 


sidelined 


Arab News BuHbtin^' though rather polcjnical 
in nature, might also be of value in t)ie 


preparation 


such material 


pamphlet 


is produced should 


be unofficial 


addition 


value if Mr 


confidential 


Edwards c 


prodiice one of 


guidances" 


British Consuls 


United 


them with a full picture^of 

. ; u 

me j^hods, giving them ad vie 


boycott 


with 


importers or 


r telling them what attitudd 


conversation 


apning them with a 


about 


other 


picture. 


American Information Department 


already 


taken 


s question 


with 


Gaydon* 


however 


re cen t 


events ,, such as,..the n^urder 
Mr. Marshail* s endorsferaent 


Mediator 


which fits in. xirith our own support of th 

have dampened enthusiasm for the boycott 


I should 


of your commetits on the 


which it has in fact 


down. Never thele 


do not think that we should 


our 


presentation 


United 


• 

• 

i; * 

♦ 
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■O. lilM 

(Al 3651/2408/45) 



20KSZOR omcs, s.n.u 

1484 ootoberj 1948. 



t 




% 




to Mr* BOfer ldLllav*« d^spatoll 


entlreljr approve of 




advloa glvan to 


Vi til 

oif tlia 17tli AVg 

Sir pvaaeia vraaa lo Mr* Allov^a Xattar oT 17tli An^coit 
ragardlng tba attoaiptad V^aalali bofoott or Bvitlab guoOB^ 
agroa tbat^ altboagli it lo not a vary aalntlllatiiig ona« 


1097 


X 


our beat weapon ia probably patlenoa 


raporte wbiob va taava 



doaa 



eaD^yalgn^ frai 

growing in 





aoopa or to bare a mob ineraasad arrao^ and now that 
Joint AQglo-Wltad Stataa atUtnda towarda paleatina baa bean 
worked oat» it may die down altogetber owing to tba ranowal 
of ita cbdbX oanaa 


2 . 

nr 


I also agree with tbe Tiaw axpraasad in paragrapb 3 oT 
Allan *a latter, in wbiob be qneationed tba raloa ot 


ear tain retaliatory notion aueb aa resort to tba protection 
of yaderal Law and the taking up of an offer by •’Tima** to 
make a atory oat of tba boycott* I feel that ooantar* 
propaganda abould be regarded ratbar aa 
ill 



for 



laat raaort, 

dwiaed pabiloity will not only enooazaga ^oniata to 
tbink tbair oaopaign a auooaaa, bat will also invblTa aa In 
a ooB^etition for wbiob oar raaooreaa are too limltad for 
aa to emerge witb any oredlt* 


3 


I agree bowewer that a oartain amoant of diaoraat 


propaganda abould be pat oat tbroogb tba obannela aaggested 
in paragraph 7 of sir pranoia swana* daapatob Ho* 103 to 


TOOT sxcellency. 


Tba Britiab Xnfo 



tion serfloaa abould ba 

oint 


able to proTide tba naoeasary material about oar own 
of riew aod aboat oar past oontribationa to tbe yewieb oaaaot 
wbiob are aa great, if not greater, than tboae of any other 



power* 


Moob of the ground will already hare bean oowerad 


in tbair painphlet in tbe ''Fifty paota" aariaa deaigned to 


ouonter uninfonnad oritioiam of our Palestine policy* 




gather that B»I»8* are already in ounaaltation with tbefioosOlate 
General at Hew xork on this aubjeot* Tbe aldelined paaaagaa 
in tbe enoloaad nunbor of tbe Arab Hewa Bulletin, tboogb 
ratber polenioal in nature, might aleo be of value in tba 
preparation of soob material* Any panyphlat wbiob ia produoad 
abould, of ooarse, be unofficial* 


4* in audition, it might perhaps ba of value if lir* Kdwarda 
could prodooe one of bia oonfidantial 'Xioidanoea" for Britiab 
Consuls in tbe united states^ presenting them witb a fall 
pietura of the boycott and ita methods, giving them adviea 
as tu how to deal witb harassed iiqportere or ratailera* telling 
them what attitade to take in conversation and amiag tbm 
witb a fund of facts about the other side of tbe piotoro* 



BLb Sxeellenoy, 

Sir Oliver Franks, K.G 

etc*, etc*, etc., 

Wasbingtun* 




Tbe AnsrloftQ ZoroBoatloii ssparteMit have «lveft4y 

takM tiila queatloa «p with M)r« Qafdoo* 

Z sinosMXf feiupa^ tbat raeaot areata^ auali 

as tbe muiar of ite iiadiatart and Mr* aaraliaXX*! 
aodoraaiMiit of bla propoaalSf abloii fits in vitb oar own 
support of thorn alii bara da^paoad antbnaiaam for tba 
bopaotti and Z abonZd ba gZad of Ibi&r BxoaXIaiicr*a 
eomnaota on tba axtent to wbloh It baa In faat dlad doan* 
BarartbaXaaa z do not tblnk that aa aboaXd raXaz onr 
afforta for tba dlaoraet praaantatloD of onr oaaa in tba 
Onitad stataa* 
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NORTH IMERICJLN DBPIBTMEMT 


united stated 


ce despatch 


•Hoytr MllliiF 


Washington 


Reports that the Jhwlsh boyoodt eamps 
la waning*BnblOSes copy of extract from letter 
from the Acting Consal OeneralyWew YorR>eoxflr 
this oplnlnn*! 


(3/»aD/48) 

pet* 

Deci 1948 


4 

Rgetivtd 
in Registry 


watch the situation 
should reconroenoe* 




{Minut$§.) 
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I );iave the honoiir to admowled 
receipt of your despatch No*1466 (AN _ ^ 
of the 14th October about the Jewish boycott of 
British goods in the United States* 


2408/45) 



♦ 


It had become clear by the time your,dai 



good weapon 


patience was 


the’ w ane 


a 



2 

patch reached me that this campaign 
and that, as you suggested, 

For many weeks past indeed no com^ 
plaints from British business men on this adore 

Indeed a Member of^Jferlla- 
ent who is now in this country in conneadon with 


have been received 



his textile exporting business, and has been in 


touch with many Americans 



any of them Jewish - 
in the garment trade in New York, Chicago and else- 
where, told a member of my staff the other day that 

e attacked on the subject 



on only one occasion 



Nevertheless, since New York had 


of Palestine. 

always been the chief centre of these activities 
I thought it well to obtain the vfews of the Acting 
CoMul General before proceeding further. I now 
enclose a copy of the main portion of Mr. Walsh‘s 
reply. This confirms my opinion that, with a very 
few exceptions, the camp^gn has become ineffective 


f i 



In view of this I am myself inclined to en 


dorse the recommendations made in the last paragraph 
of the extract from Mr. Walsh's letter andj subject 
to your views, I propose to hold the "Fifty Facts". 



in reserve. But I a 
operation between His ” 


fully aware that the co- 
[ajesty's Government €uid the 
United States Government over Palestine, which was 

ay be difficult 



secured with so much difficulty. 

Should a rift again 


to 



aintaln in the future 


appear it is quite possible that the boycott campaign 
will recommence and I intend therefore to watch the 
situation carefully. 


I have the honour to be 


•0 




with the highest respect, 


Your 





dir¬ 
est obedient, humble Servant 




9 


(For the Ambassador) 


4^ 


The Right Honourable 


Brnest Bevin, 

etc. 


M.P., 

etc. 


etc., ^ •, 

Foreign Office 


a 4 



Lond(Xi 
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lEXX- OF LBTIER F«(»l 


Iffi 


J. WAL8E 


>♦ 


< I 


k 


k » 


•I* 


^ • 


• • 





« * 




4 


»I 


< ' ' ♦a* 

? 4 i\ 


V ' 

4 ^ 


** 010 : own Impressions about the 


situation coincide 



namely that the 



resent 


yours, 

campaign is definitely on the «ane« As regards 
general commerce the boycott appears to have lost 
its momentum completely. ,As far bach as lata 


August the Department Stores-here had betw again 

to give full Fifth Avenue window space to featured 


!rhe Women's 


British goods and^ 

(a Fairchild* publication with wide 



om August 



wear 

circulation in the predominantly .Jewish garment 


trade) headlined 

Drive Collapses t 



article 



Motmt 



British 
Since then 


1 c# 


• t 


the boycott signs have disappeared from the 7th 
Avenue windows,'and British goods h^Fe been en¬ 
joying their normal position in the retail and 


wholesale trade of this city. The. ^Sohs of 
Liberty" Committee's deficit mentioned in Frank 
Evans* letter (a;40-l/48) of September I5th is 
as far as we know, still 


1 k< 



are no signs of the Committee 
cial support at present 


outstanding, 
ttee obtainin 




V 


and there . 
g more finan 






* • 






} 


"As suggested in the same letter, however, 
the Committee are Still making some sort of a show 
in their attempts to persuade the ;publ^^ dis¬ 
criminate against British films. Peter Ifennell 
was told by J. ASthur Rank's public relations;man 
in New York the other day that he;attributed the 
inability of the J.A.R.O. to show "Oliver TWist" 
entirely to the success of the "Sons of Libeifty" 


Committee's activities 



On the other hand 


i 



picketing of the "Hamlet" and "The Red Shoes" 

opening nights was completely ignored and has had 

no effect on the tremendous success in New York 
of 



these pictures 


* * 


"In general, therefore, I agree that we 
should be ready to combat any recrudescence of the 
boycott, but I also agree with B.I.S. that positive 
action at the. present time would be likely to do 
ore.harm than gCod. The attached copy of a letter 





by Smertenko, which was recently 
New York Times 


ublished in the 





is an example of the probable boomerang 


effect of any attempted positive action. Smertenko's 


letter 


written in reply to one conde 




and the boycott from Arnold Levy, a 

Jew 




hi 

British 

... who came here recently to try to provide an 
antidote to the boycott by concerting action of 
American and British affiliations against the Sons 
of Liberty. It would, in our opinion, have been better 
had Mr Levy accepted the present dormant situation 


and kept quiet 



In effect his letter 


merely provided 


Smertenko with a chance to have the last word in this 
momentary exchange on the sounding board of. the "New 
York Times". 


. In, short, while it would be a gCod thing to 
have a "Fifty Facts" up our sleeves, 1 feel it would 
be best tp keep them there at present." In the same 
way, it might be best to delay .the "Guidance** proposed 

in paragraph 4 of the Foreign Office despatch, until 
the circumstances and the occasion of the next crisis 
are clearer". 
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I have the. honour to acknowledge 

E, *s despatch No. 139.8 iS/320A8) of the 
6th December regardlngj^Jewish boycott of 
Brit^ goods in the U. S. and to state that 
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glad to learn that this campaign has 


become ineffective 




2 . 

M«V 


With regard to paragraph |3l of 



despatch, I agree with Y 
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proposal that the ”Pifty Pacts” publicatio 


on H.M.G.*s Palestine policy should be 


held in reserve for the time being. 



In 


vleTfJpf recent developments in connexion 
with U.S. and U.K. policy .over Palestine 

f 


at the U.N. General Assembly in Paris 
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the 


possibility of a revival of this boycott 

4 . 

campaign can evidently not be dismissed. 
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hold in 



for the tlM holng* la yIow^ hoaorer 
rooont dovolopmenta in oonnoxion with United 





^toa and Uni^d kingdom policy otor PaXoatino at 
tho Unitod Vationa Qonoral AaaoBdbly in Paria 
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